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UM for the Kirector 


Following is the report of activities for Yellowstone Mational Park 
for the month of February 1941: 


G00 ~ Genera), 


og tity descend Raispe wen Mona $y orc dyed «P+ jn epalamialeaataaaal 
and there wore very few storms ond little presipitets 


The third aruda). Hontana Gay in Yellersione lational Park «au cale- 


brated on ? 16. Beautiful, clear weatimr prevailed during the entire 
day and 2300 in $58 automobiles from oll parte of the State of Mont~ 
ana were present. The Gardiner Commercial Club operated a portable #ki i4ft 


near the northesst entrance for the benefit. of akiers and other winter 
eperte enthusiasts, while hot dogs and ooffee wore eerved at the Duffale 
Ranch te all vielters. 411 these mking the soonio sixnty-mile drive fron 
Gardiner to Gocke, vontam, Se ee ee ee ot Rua Sodkey 
Yountein bighern sheep, baffale and other came aleny the route. 


A treining scheel fer 6.0.0. wwollees, out-of-school youths ond em 
ployees of the National Park Service was initiated by the Montana State 
Yoeatsonal Education Oepartment, working in conjunction with the ¢.¢.c. 
strict Headquarters at fort Miesoula, Montana, and is part of the ne- 
pet ecg pot at 2 ogling Menga rtig Classes in auto mech- 
anies, are snd seetylone welding, machine chop practice, aitomotive 
maintenance, ani blackemithing are held two nights each week and on 
Saturday afternoons, with ¢.0.¢ and H,°.%, @iployeea ae inetruetora. 


Considerable expels was placed on eafety practiows in 41) depart- 
mente throughout the month. Sefety shoes have been purchased by the 
majority of exployees in the garage and other degurteants where their 
une is ad « Approved sunglasses far the prevention of snowblind- 
ness have alee been purchased by many of the rangers oni members of the 
mice rerorel creme. 


Skiing and other winter sports were stimulated by the excellent 
weather conditions end the Yellevstone “inter Sports association was or- 
genisued for the surpore of purchasing 4 ski Lift for the ase of Yellow 
noel residernte and for the promotion of other winter sports 
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ditions (Also see attached report) 


At Mammoth Hot Springs, February averaged 5.6 dggrees above the 
normal temperature; the hi chest daily maximum was 49° on the fifth and 
the lowest temperature in the sonth was 5” on the fiftemth. In the 
last 38 Februarys, only six have had 4 higher mean temperature. A more 
weasual festure ie thet this winter December, Jamary and February have 
had respectively, temperature departures ebove normel of plus 5.0°, 6,6° 
and 5.6”, all winter months milder than nomal. Precipitation the same 
months has been deficient by -.28, ~9.49 and -0.03 inch, Snowfall of 
enly 7.5 inches this February is below the nomml of 12 inches. The sea- 
sonal total is quite deficient at the lower elevations but somewhat bet- 
be yal 8,000 feet and higher, where it is equal to last year's snow accun- 


The following tabulation shows the snow depths near the close of 
February for a number of locations in the park oer e@ cowparative ten- 
year period: 


2932 1933 1934 1235 1936 1937 1928 1939 1g Aga) 


Buffalo Kanch 2h 2h, 3 i 27 20 18 14 17 13 
Bechler River 64 —2S=é<‘( D|’($$& MB wm FF wR BS 8 & 57 
Northeast &. 30 4l 31 a % ip 35 3% 34 16 
Gallatin 27 xB 20 a5 3% R 32 26 18 19 
Lake 32 iB) 26 2 % 28 4D 26 3h 31 
Mammoth 12.4 12.4 * 5 »5 20 & 7 6 8.6 Zod 
Qld Faithful hb 6h BL ay 56 — =_ ua 40 27 
Snake River 7 4 38 76 58 bd, 62 49 52 
Tower Falls 23 ab 4 ié 30 a 22 BFA 43 UA 
vest Yellowstone é 45 23 31 55 50 39 40 32 336 


Superintendent Rogers retumed to the park from leave on February 19. 


150 = Maps, Plans and Surveys: 


All field work accomplished was on the Muzmoth Service road. Office 
work continued on plans far the cabin development of the Lake area, which 
ie about completed. ata were compiled for the Master Plan development 
outlines and drawings made for revision of these general development ami 
epee sheets. A number of sheets for the construction pro gram were com 

ted, 


(dteset bedeedda ees Gath) amtene 29d sets ee? 


any svais aenuygs | 
ite AERTS wee Te @ 6 ip  <os Sete bt "oad price Laaraens 
aot wf gtd ett ey 3 nme “2 zaw ddan edd ak wiahrengnt seewal att 
CRS ( SN OIOENe! oer tetigi a bud evsd ate yhoo ,egredet OC teal 
ered ade is yuewes wweimesel tedndw edit geld of ors ae" assess 
“3.6 ."O.@ eulq we Laener eveds swundtsgeh emwiteneged .<lovbtoogsed Bed 
ogee Si mo Medioiow .flssmen sad? <shlba addaem ae dob Lis .96.2 bre 
te Listueant? otiind CO Se fete Ba oon 48h om “ed doe betem aned eset eaidrer 

on aR By stetows Sf to Lemen ait woled i yramudet eht? sedent 2.9 ohne 
awfed goteemwan fig gy Fetan ew ote 26 éepioteb etles af Istod fonas. 
sai NER a'seiy toad eS Lewe at Gb waedw ,tetigdd bee Jeet G08 fe aed 
otmokbalss 


te sacle of “wen widweh woe wif eonsia oo diatadad sateedio’ out 
iad ov baenegnt & few, wie: ae ae ano staons Ra wets a aw wasuudas't 


sho seg ew 
dail gues gees Teed Sek Ree gees gees 
We sg Qf 8 TR -- € Bi doiad ofstial 
% 2 8s e& ox @ oS @ eo sav oeldook 
al of e. ee dus x @ & aa a& Saaedaeod 
us iz ae ne qe es Of ae ativalial 
fe GE Oi && ae mm & @€ hat 
Lak Bee © % Fd a @.3 * He St Bora 
Ro OA Sa em os RO kt istddiet &L0 
oe OA SS gf GS OS 8 lOkehlCUe “evel eis 
i a oo ee: eee ae ee eee alle® sew? 
at Z Re Be RF Oe te LE ES gs oneal ia? deg 


\ 


MALE beet eobvee Ainsesti edé =a ear bedetbonens — biol ita | 
Shinw wee eded edd Ye drangeleven nédes aid 2 aeade wo te-riet Pmr ieee 
reomgelereh melt teteall eid wh beliows easy ate ,bedelanoe deoda af 
hs ouaraceved Laveney anaidd te aaieives wl eben witineis bas weniiiue 
et Rs sbdoeris a tated 


eG GROW Mews ore nob arsine med get adeade » “SE 


160 - Generel Publicity 


Severel special press releases were sent out during the month, amoz 
them a release on the third snnuel Montana Day celebrated on February 16. 


210 - Maintenance 


With continued light snowfall, only two snow plow trips were made to 
Cooke, Montana, Frost boils along thiv entire road developed. Both the 
Cooke and north entrance roads were patrolled and pertione sanded. An ice 
jam developed in the Gallatin, on Bacon Rind Creek near the highway, neres- 
sitating its blosting as the bridge was threatened. 
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ae There were two CCC Companies in Yellowstone National Park during 
the month of February; Camp NP #1, Mucmoth, and Carp HP #7, Glenn Creek. 
The aversge company strengths and average number of euwllees turned over 
to the technical agercy were ay follows: 


AV, Compeny Strength Technical Use 
NP #1, Manmoth 191 138 
NP #7, Glenn Creek 200 136. 


On February 5 ninety-four new exrollees arrived for Camp NP #1 and 
ninety-five new enrollees for Caup NP #7, bringing these camps to full 
company strengths. ‘These new men were not tumed over to the technical 
agenoy until February 12 as they wore held in camp for orientation. 


The min jobs for the above tro camps were as follows: 


Preparation of Materials 

faging undesirable structures & obliterations 
Minor road 

Sever system 

Cot tage a seme trosbhite 

Contact work. 


Ho side camps were operated during the movth. Progress made on all 
ee was fair due to weather conditions. No jobs were completed during 


A lecture was given and sovies were shown by the Assistant Park 
Maturalist to 50 members of the Federal Bwployees Union on February 3 
On February 16 he showed movies and talked te 1460 COG boys of Canps 
535 and Shi. 
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431 - Botany 


The 1940 Range Study Report wes distributed during ti early part 
of the month by rangers. Copies were sent this year to all of the 
ranger and naturalist personnel of the park and to a number of other 
national parks having range problems similar to those of Yellowstone Park. 


rel (See attached travel report) 


Skiing conditions were fair during the month and the wildlife show was 
excellent. Hild weather encouraged motorists to visil the northern section 
of the park to engege in winter sports ani observe the herds of elk, bison, 
deor, antelope and numerous bighorn, Montane Day recorded a new high far 
winter trevel when 556 cars carrying 2300 passengers entered the north gate, 


Fobruary 1941 
Travel. by Gates 


First mtry ° Re~entry it TOTALS 
Entrance Cars : Pass. : Cars * Pass. ‘Vehicles: Pass. 
2 : 22 : 
: : $3 3 
North 2: 2 * G95 : 3,350 3: 927: 3,428 
West (Closed) a f om iF ‘on 2 -— tf ak ae 
South (Closed) — § am ! re ee | OE - eke 
Northeast ee 36 31,280 3 44,61 1,280 
East (Closed) wm § ame if ae an aaiaecee 
pid | i 32 3 78 z 1,241 £ hy 630 as 1,273, keg 708 
$20 - Visitors 


Re @. Clark, Vice President, Northern Pacific Hallroad, and Mrs. C. H. 
Denny, vife of the Fresident of Northern Pacific Railroad, in February 3; 
out same day. 


Former Assistant Chief Ranger George '’. Miller and fawiiy in park 
Pebruary February 26; out February 26, 


600 ~ Protection 
610 - Range 


Ranger activities for the month consisted of: regular ski and snowshoe 
patrols, hunting patrols along the north boundary, superviaion of winter 
sports activities, conducting of examinations fer national park service and 
GCC truck drivers, preparation of a truck driver's manual, building fire 
dnspection at Mammoth, elk distritution studies on the northern winter 
range, live elk trapping operations, additions to the wildlife index aid 
some highway patrols. 
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10-157 
Dec. 1933) : 
| UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
| TRAVEL REPORT 
| . 4 
_ Yellonstone een ee eee National Park for the month of _...... Pobrwary 29h) see cieuieetat 
= - | | This | This | Last | Increase for 
| This | Travel | Month | Travel | Travel Year 
| Month | Year | Last | Year | _ . 
| __| To Date| Year | To Date| Number | Percent 
RIVATE TRANSPORTATION: 
mrs first entry, ....%5%#.. 3a 2825 233 aly ~98y A303 
( rs reentry, ........ . 2@hl  SA$1 33 Bid ~ 591 “Ol. 
otorcycles, ae ae ae oe a 
Total motor vehicles, .... 273 &% a IT __ se Oe 
ersons entering via motor . 
ehicles,..........., 4708 18oua 1643 7K ~ 3088 ~Lis? 
ersons entering via other 
rivate transportation, a on e dense Aare ne 
‘Total persons entering via pA " wes — a 
private transportation, .. . #8 466421643 21.730 1 380 6.5 
PEER TRANSPORTATION: 
ersons entering via stages, 
ersons entering via trains, 
ersons entering otherwise, hea incl anleineadclieiaciatee Da aioeaatanes 
Total other transportation, . _ et ee eee _ 
RAND TOTAL ALL VISITORS, . . . S708 39662 _—-1443—22730_— 13800663 
eT This | Last | ‘Increase 
Year | Year je tae 
| | | Number | Percent 
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utomobiles in public camps during month. 
ampers in public camps during month, 
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One arrest waa made and six automobile accidents were investigated, 
4 fire experiance record of 21) permanent protection department po rgonnel 
wae compiled and a new organization chart prerared. 


620 - Police Protection 


Frank Roberts, Jr., age 37, or Gardiner, liontam, was asprehended on 
Pebruary 11 while operating a trap line on the west side af the Yellow- 
atone River about 3-1/2 milee below the town of Gardimer., In the J. S 
Commlesioner's Court, he entered a plea of guilty toa charge of atteupt- 
ing to capture wild animale. Ne was ordered to pay a fine of fifty dole 
lars and hie gun end ten traps wore confiscated. 
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Beare: One bear was reported seen mar the Canyon Hotel on several 
eccasions during the lest week of February. A new boar ineident chart 
was prepared far the purpose of keeping statistical records in the office 
during the next five-year periad. 


Beaver: Parasitic beetles were collected from o female beaver which 
was accidentally run over by «8 motorist, ani sent to Ur. Hadleigh Marsh 
at Montans State College for identification and laboratory study at the 
college. The parasites were identified by It 0D. J. Pletech of the Ento~ 
nology Department as Platypsyllus cast: - ‘The beaver wee wed gied and 
measured and the skull prepared for a laboratory apecimen. The camplete 
reproductive tract and organs were shipped in fixative to Dr. 4. 
Honsman, Anatomy Depertment, University of “isconsin, Wadieon, “Leconsin, 
to fill a request, 


s A number of observations ami studies of the bighorn in the 
Tower Falls and Mammoth districts was made by Park Hanger Gammill and by 
district rangers and essictarie, “hile setes from theese obaervationes 
tave not been compiled, the animals seen were reported, “ith few exeep- 
tions, to be in apparent good condition. 


: Abattoir operations at the Buffale lanch were completed 
on February 7 ard the final shipment of carcasses wae made to Indian 
egeicies on Pebruary 17. 


On the seventh and eighth, 54 young buffalo were tested for 
Brucellosis through the agsistance of Dr. Horard “eleh of the Montona 
State Veterinary Research Laboratory. Thirty~six buffalo which reacted 
ad were held in the corrals to f111 approved live buffalo ship- 
RARLS. 


Due to crusted snow in the Lamr Valley which prevented the range 
buffalo from securing a sufficient amount of natural forage, feeding of 
the animals from hay stacked et the ranch was begun on Pebruary 77. An 
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average of 270 animals, in addition to the 34 kept in corrul, wae being 
fed daily at the close of the month. 


Small groups of buffalo were scattered from the Lamar Canyon to 
Cottonwood Creek with a few in the Slowh Creck area. 


At. the close of the sonth, four requests for live buffalo, totaling 
26 animis, were pending and it is expected that these shipaentea will be 
completed ty the end of March. 


Elk: Elk remained widely scattered in smal] groupe throughout the 
northern winter range and during February termied to work up from the 
lower vaileys to higher country due to the light mow end 11d weather 
comlitions. ith prospects for cbtaining a eatisfactory eure ral elk 
count thio spring appesering very unfavorable, an experiment in determin- 
ing distribution and number of the animals was tried by three closely 
coordinated observers who covered the entire winter range area. These 
observations, which were made for the most part on horseback, were begun 
on February 3 amd were continuous until completion of the survey on Feb. 
ruery 17. This survey accounted for slightly more than 9,600 elk actually 
SCG. 


Ae in past months, very Little migration of elk from the park occurred 
to open hunting areas in Park County, Montana. The hanting season in this 
area will close March 1. 


Elk trapping operations which were begun in Decenber were continued 
and on Pebruary 20 fourteen animals were captured at the Nlacktall trap. 
Three of these ‘ater broke through the corral and escaped, The remining 
eleven were loaded and trucked on February 2/4, to a lecatlon near Hutte, 
Montana, vhere they were to be releaasd for restocking the range ia thes 
areae This was the first live shipment made this winter. 


680 - seckdents 


Six automoblle accidents were investigated during the month. Gove 
ernment owned cars were involved in four accidents es follows: 


February 5, 1941 - John Juhas, CCC enrolles, driving Dodge 
Truck, 1-1/2 ton dump body; 

February 9, 1941 - Joe Soos, OCC onrolise leader, driving 
Chevrolet iruck, Service He. 88,278; 

February 16, 1941 - Lee Ll. Coleman, District Ranger, drive 
ing ford Patrol car, Service No. 108; 

February 22, 1941 - Jerry 8. feed, CCC enrollee, driving 
Chevrole 1-1/2 ton stake bod truck, 
Servier ie, 59,2786 


Complete reperts of investi gestions: covering these accidents have been 
transmitted to the Director. 
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Rex Rundell, enployee of the Yellowstone Park Company and friend of 
many of the National Park Service employees in Yel lowstone National Park, 
died of a heart attack at Salt Lake City, Utah, on February 4, 1941. 


The Local Civil Service Beard conducted an examination for Engineer- 
ing Aide on February 8, with one contestant present. 


Nature Notes for January-February were published the first part of 
Pebruary and mailed out during the first week in February. Preparation 
of the next issue for this year has been started and the editorial work 
practically completed. 


Mr, George Warler, who is & ranger naturalist in Yellowstone National 
Park during the summer, is lecturing in Idaho on the Trumpeter Gwan, He 
is sponsored by the Imergency Conservation Commitee of the National 
Audubon Seciety. 


The Yellowstone Library andi Museum Association committee has announced 
the awarding of a fellowship in history to Sydney 8. Barsky of the Univers- 
ity of Wyoming at Laramie, the stipend being $250.00. The subject chosen 
for investigation is the "Aboriginal Use of Yellowstone Park Lands", This 
ie the first fellowship granted by the Association and if 1t proves mcces- 
sful, the policy will be carried on year after year, probably with a 
Jarger stipend set aside for this use. 


The regular monthly meeting of the Federal Meployees Union was held 
on February 3, 1941. 


On Sunday, February 9, a party of Livingston sportemen and two U. 5S. 
Forest Service officers was conducted on an observation and inspection 
trip over the northern winter range, particularly for observations of 
elk and range conditions. Members of this mrty appeared to be keenly 
interested in the Yellowstone elk problem and method of elk reduction. 
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
WEATHER BUREAU 


MONTHLY METEOROLOGICAL SUMMARY 
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